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ACTION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 



The Committee on Church Extension to whom were re- 
ferred 1.1 u: Overtures and Memorials on the subject of Home 
Missions, from the Third and Fourth Presbyteries of Phila- 
delphia, the Synod of Iowa, and the Presbyteries of Chicago 
and Iowa City, respectfully report : That their attention has 
been especially directed to those cases of home missionary 
eJl'ort, which are excluded by the rules of the American 
Home Missionary Society. Such are, for example, the em- 
ployment of Synodical, Presbyterial, and generally of ex- 
ploring or itinerant Presbyterian missionaries, and the 
planting of Presbyterian churches in advance of all others 
m towns and neighborhoods, and the founding of churches 
within the chartered limits of cities and large villages. 

The Form of Government of our Church, "chapter XVTTT, 
expressly authorizes the inferior judical cries to apply to the 
General Assembly for missionary assistance, and in express 
terras authorizes the Assembly to send missionaries to any 
part of the Church. The principles of our Presbytorianisni, 
applicable to this subject are, that the Church is one ; that, 
in accordance with this Idea, the stronger parts of the 
Church must assist the weaker, and that the reservoir into 
which the surplus shall How to he equalized and distributed, 
is the General Assembly. It is obvious that the details of 
the reception and distribution of funds fortius object cannot 
be arranged by the whole body of the Assembly, but that 
the Assembly must employ some agency for this purpose ; 
and our opinion is that it is entirely free to choose any 
agency whatever. Of course it may operate through a 
voluntary association like the American Home Missionary 
Society ; but your Committee do not conceive that its use 
of that Society for specific purposes either gives that Society 
a right to control the whole subject of Church Extension 
for our denomination, or releases the G eneral Assembly from 
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its own obligation to do so. The older and richer £■_ 
indeed, do not feel so much the pressure of this necessity, 
as they are able to afford the needed supplementary aid 
from their own resources; but it is urged upon us from the 
more new and destitute portions of our Church, that our 
interests are grievously suffering, because neither the 
American Home Missionary Society nor any other agency 
meets their wants in certain respects, such as those which 
Lave been already mentioned; and their appeal in this 
behalf is made just where the Constitution of our Church 
directs that it should be made — to the General Assembly 
itself. 

This being obviously, therefore, a case which cannot be 
reached so effectually by any action of the inferior judica- 
tories, your Committee cannot see how the Assembly can 
refuse to exercise, in regard to it, that power of " superin- 
tendence of the concerns of the whole Church," expressly 
confided to it by the Constitution. They therefore recom- 
mend the following action : 

Resolved, 1. That the Genera! Assembly hereby establishes 
a Standing Committee, to be called " The Church Exten- 
sion Committee," a majority of whom shall reside in or 
near the city of Philadelphia. This Committee shall have 
no other powers than those conferred by the Assembly ; 
and the functions now assigned to them are those of em- 
ploying T'resbyterial, Synodieal, and other Presbyterian 
itineratil or exploring agents, and affording Mid in such 
exceptional cases as those already mentioned, and also the 
receiving and disbursing of funds for these objects. 

2. That, in recommending this course of action, the 
General Assembly distinctly declare that it is not their in- 
tention thus to establish an "Ecclesiastical Board, or to in- 
terfere with the proper functions of the American Home 
Missionary Society, but, as heretofore, they recommend 
that Society to the confidence and cooperation of the 
churches under their care. 

3. That the Standing Committee on Church Extension, 
now constituted, shall consist of fifteen members, to be 
chosen by the Assembly in such manner us the Assembly 
may direct, and the Committee shall, at its first meeting, 
divide itself into three equal parts, to serve respectively one, 
two, and three years, but the same persons shall be reeligi- 
ble at the pleasure of the Assembly. 

4. Five members of the Committee shall be a quorum ; 
but in order to elect any salaried officer of the Committee, 
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or to increase or diminish the salary of the same, a majority 
of the Committee shall be necessary to constitute a quorum. 
The Committee shall Lave power to till any vacancies oc- 
curring while the Assembly is not in session, and they shall 
make an annual report to the Assembly of all their pro- 
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DECLARATION OP PRINCIPLES. 



The following Report was unanimously adopted at a 
meeting of the Church Extension Committee, held in !New 
Tort, on Monday, July 23, 1855. 

The following Resolutions, passed by the General Assem- 
bly, at its meeting in May last, constituted the Conu.nitl.ee 
on Church Extension and also defined and limited its 
functions : 

" Resolved, 1. That the General Assembly hereby estab- 
lishes n. Standing Committee, to bo called 'The Church 
Extension Committee/ a majority of whom shall reside in 
or near the city of Philadelphia, This Committee shall 
have no other powers than those conferred by the Assembly ; 
and the functions now assigned to them are those of em- 
ploying Presbyterial, Synodical, and other Presbyterian, 
itinerant or exploring agents, and affording aid in such 
exceptional cases as those already mentioned, and also the 
receiving and disbursing of funds for these objects. 

"2. That in recommending this course oi' action, the 
General Assembly distinctly "declare that it is not their 
intention thus to establish an Ecclesiastical Board, or to 
interfere with the proper functions of the American Home 
MKiimary Society, but, as heretofore, they recommend 
that Society to the confidence and cooperation of the 
churches under their care.' 7 

Three points seem to be plainly involved in these resolu- 
tions. 1st, That this Committee is a supplementary agency. 
and is designed to act in harmony with the A. H. M. S. in 
the work of home evangelization. 2nd, That its specific 
object is to perform a certain portion of this great work, 
which either cannot he done at all, or else cannot be so 
properly and efficiently done, by the A. H. M. S. 3rd, 
That in carrying out tliis design, the Committee is to con- 
sider itself as engaged primarily in missionary and not 
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mere ecclesiastical work. In other words, its first and con- 
trolling aim, is the extension of the Kingdom of Christ. 

Thus far the intention of the Assembly, in the establish- 
ment of this Committee, is clear and well-defined. Our 
exclusive business is to attend to those oases of home mis- 
sionary effort, which ii.re excluded by the rules or Constitu- 
tion of the A. H. M. S. That there are such eases, is 
undeniable. Indeed, in the present posture of our religious 
affairs, it could not be otherwise. The cooperative prin- 
ciple, upon which the A. H. M. S. is organized, binds thai 
institution to ignore all denominational motive in executing 
its sacred trust. It is precluded by its Constitution from 
affording aid to sustain a feeble church, or to plant a new 
one, because the applicants wish it to be either Presbyterian 
or Congregational. And yet over the entire field of home 
missionary effort, the number of Congregationalists, who 
are unwilling to become Presbyterians, and of Presby- 
terians, who are unwilling to become Congivgutioiiali-ts, 
is constantly increasing. While the Plan of Union was in 
force, this circumstance did not occasion serious embarrass- 
ment. But the case is greatly altered now. There are 
Congregational, elements, which, if not gathered into 
churches of that order, will be scattered amongcommunious 
not in connection with the A. H. M. S. They will not 
attach themselves to our branch of the Presbyterian 
Church. And, on the other hand, there are Presbyterian 
elements, which, if not gathered into churches of that 
order, will, in. like manner, be lost both to ourselves, and to 
the A. H. M. S. They will not become Congregationalists. 
Several well-known causes have for some time been in 
operation, -tending greatly to increase this disposition. We 
may deeply lament that ,-ueh a feeling should exist in either 
of the great Christian bodies, whose cooperation In home 
and foreign missions God has so signally blessed, and 
whose relations to each other in former days were so trust- 
ful and affectionate; but our lamentation, unfortunately, 
cannot alter the fact. In this state of tilings, is it not the 
part of Christian wisdom to leave that portion of the home 
mission work, which directly involves these fixed ecclesias- 
tical preferences, to the separate action of the denominations 
concerned ? "When either Congregationalists or Presby- 
terians, with the view of forming a new church of their own 
order, wish to engage in an enterprise, which the rules of 
the A. H. M. S. preclude it from aiding, let them be he! ped 
by their own denominations, in such a manner as the latter 
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may deem expedient. It certainly appears very plain, that 
in consequence of the abrogation ofllie Plan of Union, and 
other causes already referred to, a considerable department 
of home missionary labor has of late become so closely in- 
volved with denomination!!] interests, that the A IL M. S. 
will be able to cultivate it only at the risk of constant sus- 
picion and misunderstanding. Unless in some wav such 
causes of jealousy and irritation be removed, the Society 
itself must be seriously hindered in its benevolent work. 
" For hoio can two walk" — still more, labor — " together, v.nkns 
they be agreed?" 

In establishing a Committee on Church-Extension then, 
the General Assembly was actuated by no unfriendly fool- 
ing towards the Society, whose history and noble Christian 
services reflect such lasting honor upon both Congrega- 
tionalists and Presbyterians. On the contrary, it warmly 
recommended that Society, as it had so often before done, 
to the confidence and cooperation of the churches under 
its care. But while doing this, it could not turn a deaf ear 
to the earnest and repeated appeals of its own Synods, 
Presbyteries, and members. It is bound to listen to such 
appeals by its very Constitution. Memorials similar to 
those presented at St. Louis, occupied no small part of its 
time at "Washington, in 1852 ; and a Committee was then 
appointed to confer on the matter with the Executive Com- 
mittee of the A. H. M. 8. The subject was again brought 
forward, and considered with much deliberation, at subse- 
quent meetings of the Assembly. 

To meet such appeals in a practical way, without en- 
trenching upon the functions, or diverting money from the 
treasury of the A. H. M. S., is the object of this Committee. 
Three distinct, functions arc assigned to it in the resolution 
by which it is established. 

1st. That of "employing Prosbyterial, Synodical, and 
other Presbyterian itinerant or exploring agents." The 
employment of such agents, or missionaries, was earnestly 
recommended by the General Assembly at Washington, in 
1852, and it was even hoped that the A. H. M. S. might 
find itself authorised to sustain them. The suggestion was 
made in perfect good faith towards that Society, and from 
a belief that its own interests, as well as those of the Pres- 
byterian Church, would thus be promoted. In the same 
good faith the Assembly has empowered this Committee to 
act in the matter. "We shall aim so to perform this part of 
our duty, as not to thwart but to further the home mis- 
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sionary work. And nothing would gratify us more than 
to see our Congregational brethren doing the same thing. 
If the two bodies could. at once send forth a band of itine- 
rant missionaries of the right stamp — men of single-hearted 
devotion to Christ, and seeking, first of all, the salvation of 
souls— to explore, each in his own field, the vast wastes and 
now settlements of the Northwest, who doubts that the 
H. M. S., as well as the denominations themselves, would 
soon have occasion to rejoice in the blessed fruits of such 
labor ? How many scattered sheep in the wilderness would 
thus be cheered and fed ! How many germs of prosperous 
Christian, communities nurtured into strength! It is well 
known that the agents of the H. M. S. are often not ::. Utile 
perplexed in organizing new churches ; for every such church 
must now be either Presbyterian or Congregational: and 
how easily are suspicions excited that the agent is biased, 
and is willing to bias others, in. favor of his own ecclesiastic 
cal polity ! Bo strongly has this evil been felt, that some of 
the most devoted and judicious friends of the H. M. S. have 
counseled that it should abandon altogether the work of 
exploration to the denominations which sustain it. This 
work, at any rate, is imperative upon every branch of the 
body of Christ. Wherever our brethren and sisters are 
scattered in the wilderness, they should be visited, com- 
forted, fed with the bread of life, and if practicable, organ- 
ized into churches. 

But to obviate all misapprehension, it seems proper to 
add that this Committee are not authorized to send such 
missionaries into neighborhoods already adequately supplied 
with the means of grace. ' ' 

2nd. Our second function is that of " affording aid in 
such exceptional cases as those " mentioned in the preamble 
to the resolutions. Two classes of cases are there desig- 
nated,^) " The planting of Presbyterian churches in advance 
of all others in towns and neighborhoods." The phrase "in 
advance of all others," has been interpreted by some to 
indicate a purpose of forestalling our Congregational breth- 
ren ; but nothing could be further from the thought of the 
Assembly. The overtures and memorials upon which its 
action m this matter was based, stated a variety of oa^es 
e.MLmhd by the rules of the A. H. M. S., and claiming, as 
the memorialists urged, the attention of that body, to which 
as_ the general representative council of our Church, its 
missionary interests are specially entrusted by the Consti- 
tution itself. The phrase in question was employed to dis- 
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tiugui-.il and. individualize one class of these exceptional 
cases. It may have been unfortunately chosen ; hut it had 
no sinister or sectarian meaning in the intention of the As- 
semble. Many of our oldest and worthiest members are 
scattered through the new settlements of the great West ; 
thev have pitched their tents in the wilderness or on the 
prairies of Northern Illinois, Iowa, "Wisconsin, and Minne- 
sota ; far in advance, perhaps, of all others, they find them- 
selves sufficiently numerous to forma neighborhood, and 
the nucleus of a nourishing town. "With a little aid from 
abroad, they will soon he able to organize themselves ini.o 
a church. But they wish it to be Presbyterian ; and if the 
H. M. S. is not yet prepared to assist them, they apply for 
help to their brethren of the same faith and order. It is 
the only other source to which they can look. Now_ to 
render aid in such a case, is to "plant a Presbyterian 
ehurch in advance of all others" in this town and neigh- 
borhood. The motive is not to keep out other evangelical 
bodies ; it is to forestall evil, and to further the cause of 
out- "Redeemer, while, at the same time, we fulfill a solemn 
duty to our less favored brethren. Once organized, this 
church mav properly apply at once to the A. H. M. S. for 
aid, and that Society, if (here be no good reason to the con- 
trary, would doubtless render it. Cases of this general 
tvpe are not infrequent, and they are sure to increase 
among both Presbyterians and Congregationalists, as by 
means of railroads and steamboats, emigration presses on- 
ward at larger and quicker strides into the unoccupied 
territory of the Northwest. Cases of a somewhat similar 
character, equally entitled to the attention and liberality of 
our church, are likely to occur in Tennessee, Mississippi, 
and other Southern States; cases which the A. H. M. S. 
would, perhaps, find itself still more embarrassed in meet- 
ing. In executing this part of the work assigned us, we 
feel authorized to' disclaim, and do disclaim, both for the 
Assembly and in our own name, any other design than Unit 
of fulfilling a plain Christian duty, in entire good faith to- 
wards our Congregational brethren and the II. M. 8. 

(b) The second class of cases, referred to in the resolution, 
respects "the founding of churches within the chartered 
limits of cities and large villages." This is, without doubt, 
the most expensive and important function assigned to the 
Committee. The A. H. M. S. long since deemed it need- 
ful to adopt rules, by which far the larger portion of this 
work is precluded from the sphere of its operations. Of 
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course what that Society cannot perform must be done, if 
at all, by such other instrumentalities as appear best fitted 
to secure the object in view. The extension of the km-- 
dom of Christ "within the chartered limits of cities and 
hit;; ;o villages : ' has become a distinct department of home 
mi-vn.nary effort. Under the name of City Missions, ii has 
been earned on, of late years, with unwonted zeal.' by all 
evangelical churches, and is justly regarded bv them as 
as among their most weighty and solemn functions. How 
to systematize and render more successful this kind of 
evangelism, is a problem of the first magnitude. In Phila- 
delphia, New York, Newark, and many other Eastern cities, 
the work has been, and may perhaps best continue to be, 
done by purely local arrangements; but in the Iaiw vil- 
lages and nascent cities of the West and South, the ease i< 
different. The churches there need help from abroad, in 
sustaining their colonies and new enterprises ; and so rapid 
is flic in! van. -e of population and wealth, that if thus agisted 
at the nght moment, the infant congregation of to-dav often 
expands, after two or three years, into the mature, self- 
sustaining church. Solicitations for pecuniary aid in en- 
terprises of this sort, have been so numerous and urgent 
at the East, that the most liberal have become weary 
oi them. There is a general conviction that such appeals 
should henceforth be made to a committee authorized to 
consider and, if deemed best, respond to them. In this 
way the wealthy members of our churches, as well as pas- 
tors and sessions, will be relieved of a distracting burden ; 
the expense, often not small, of special agencies to the 
hast, will be saved, and the same money heretofore contri- 
buted, sometimes very much in ignorance or at random. 
will be far more wisely and systematically disbursed, ft 
cannot be doubted that the result would prove highly favor- 
able, not only to our Church, but also to the interests of the 
II. M. Society. 

, T Tt ^well known ^at our Congregational brethren in 
iew Pngland and elsewhere, have, in various ways, re- 
sponded to similar appeals from the 'West ; and that, too, 
witiioiit diminishing at all their generous contributions to 
the II. M. Society. We cannot believe that thev will 
blame us tor doing the same thing in such a mode as seems 
to us best fitted to promote the cause of our One Lord and 
Redeemer. 

3rd. The last function assigned to this Committee is that 
of " receiving and disbursing funds," for the objects already 
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must our appropriations be, and if the harvest perish on the 
field, after every appeal made by us, you, dear brethren, 
will be responsible. A healthful activity is essential to the 
very existence of a Church like ours. 

The idea which we would impress upon you, if we could, 
is, that this is a work belonging to the whole body in com- 
mon. Every church should do something for it. It is not 
a want that can be met by a few hundred dollars from a 
few individuals in the large cities. It is one which will in- 
volve the expenditure of thousands, and the means to meet 
it must be gathered wherever there is a hand to help, or a 
heart to beat for true religion, or to feel for our brethren 
scattered through the wilderness. If you will look at the 
magnitude of the work, we are sure that you will not fail 
to supply the means. 

"We are aware that the peculiar position of our Church 
necessitates, at this time, a large expenditure for other ob- 
jects. "We would be very far from wishing to interfere with 
these. But, brethren, is it not a privilege to labor and to 

give for Christ, and is it not ;t glorious thing to belong to a 
hureh like ours which stands for truth and freedom, and 
which rises with the greatness of the occasion to meet every 
responsibility ? The weak are crushed by such accumulated 
responsibilities, but the strong bear thcrn up, sustained by 
the right arm of the Mightiest, and gain strength by endu- 
rance and by exercise. "We welcome you to constant toil 
and generous exertion until this whole land and the world 
shall be given to Christ, and presently, we trust, we shall 
all be welcomed to the faithful laborer's rest and to the vic- 
tor's crown. 

As the Committee have, at present, no officer who can 
visit the churches and make personal application to them, 
we must rely upon the officers and members of the churches 
themselves, and in order to make our appeal more definite, 
the Committee have appointed the second Sahhath of No- 
vember, for a simultaneous collection throughout our whole 
Church for this object. "We earnestly appeal to every 
minister and church not to disregard this appointment. If 
the collection be even small, let it be given with a good 
will and with fervent prayer to the Great Head of the 
Church for His blessing upon our efforts. 

THOMAS BRA mil; l>, 
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